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seven out of the nine divisions just enumerated. The
only possible origin of birds is from the Archosauria,
and of these the only living representatives are the
Crocodilia, which do show an approach to birds in the
structure of the heart and of the hip-girdle, apart from
the many features that are common to birds and most
living reptiles. But Archosauria is the biggest of all
the divisions of reptiles and within its limits the croco-
diles and birds are about as far apart as they could be.
There are grounds for believing that thev may have
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had" a common biped ancestor, crocodiles being the
result of a reversion to the quadrupedal state, while
birds gradually developed their fore-limbs into wings.

The greatness of the still unfilled gap between birds
and bipedal archosaurs cannot be denied. It would be
far greater but for the series of lucky chances which
have provided the museums of South Kensington and
Berlin with one specimen each of a Jurassic bird, as
well as one other solitary feather. All three came from
the same formation, the lithographic limestone of Soln-
hofen and Eichstatt in Bavaria. The feather was found
in 1860, the " London specimen/' named Archceo'p-
teryx macrura was saved from a private collection in
1861, and the " Berlin specimen," now called Archceor-
nis siemcnsi, was discovered in 1877. , None has been
found since, although fossils are carefully sought for,
being a commercially valuable by-product of the litho-
graphic stone industry. Although the finding of these
three specimens roused some excitement, they seem to
have occasioned less surprise than the finding of mam-
malian remains in the Stonesfield Slate forty years
before. This may have been partly due to the erroneous